Microscopic polyarteritis--a treatable cause of rapidly progressive renal failure due to necrotising glomerulonephritis.
The clinical features of 25 patients with microscopic polyarteritis are reviewed. Major indications of disease were haematuria and proteinuria accompanied by significant renal dysfunction, which was rapidly progressive in the majority of patients. Unrewarding investigations aimed at defining a cause of haematuria that could be treated surgically only served to delay diagnosis, which could be promptly made by renal biopsy. Early institution of cyclophosphamide therapy led to ablation of the inflammatory process and stabilisation of renal function. In men, who were affected twice as often as women, there was a striking association with employment in the goldmining industry.